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In revising- the colk^etion of American shipworms in the U. S. 
National ^liiseinn, T find that the commonest one of the East 
Coast species is an imdescrihed form which has lieen variously 
r(‘ferred to Xylotri/n palmiilata, hipalmnlata, J}l}nirnaia and fim- 
J)vlata. It may be known as 

Xylotrya gouldi sp. nov. 

Ej'ffi'lor. — Jr^liell subglnbose, milk white. The sliell is (livi(lo<l into three 
parts, an anterior and posterior projixtion and a main or central ]>art. 
Anterior })rojeetion not <iiiite as high as the umlio, large and exi>anded, 
differentiated from the central part of the shell by a well-marked constric- 
tion. Post(‘rior notch forming an angle a little greater than a right angle. 
The jiosterior projection is marked l>y a series of jiarallel, equal and 
equally si»aced, subtriangnlar ami subacute, exceedingly tinely denticulati* 
ridges wliieh are about three-quarters as wide at th<'ir bas(‘ as the Hat 
sjiaces that sejiarate them. There are nine (9) of these ridges in the space 
of oi](‘ millimeter at the junction of the ixisterior jirojection with the 
central part of the shell. The central i»art of the shell is divided into 
three jiarts. An anterior, wt‘ll-ronnd(‘(l, smooth jiortion, which is mark(>d 
iiyliiH'sof growth only; a median centrally moderat(‘ly depressed area, 
which is marked by strong lines of growth on the anterior half, ami 
very strong, irregular, raised, rough lines on its posterior half; the 
third or jtosterior portion is sculj)1ured with closely crowde<l, denticu- 
late' ridges which are sejiarated by narrow, imj)ressed liu(‘s. There are* 
seventeen (17) of these ridges in the s]>ace of one millimeter at tlu‘ 
jiosterior margin and about twemty-three cuticles to the s|>ace of one 
millimeter on each ridge. The ridges of the posterior area of the central 
jiart of tlu* shell run iiarallel with the jiosterior margin of the central 
part, joining the ridges of the iiosterior jirojection at a little more than a 
right angle. Hinge irregularly sinuous. The posterior projection is 
glaze<l by a modi'rately strong, translucent callus at the umbo. 
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* An author’s t.(lition of this paper was printcU ainl distributed December 7, 190S. 
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Interior . — Tho anterior projeetion extends prominently over the eeiitral 
l)art, at its posterior (‘dge, t'ormin<r a strong, free lamella. The part ante- 
rior to tlie junction with the central area is marked by many snbeqnal 
and snbeqnal ly spacc'd, slender threads wliich coincide with the incre- 
mental lines. The central part is smooth, except the mi<ldle portion, 
which is decidedly roughened and bears a ])roniinent snbcylindrie knob 
at the ventral tip. The fusion of the central area and the })ostc*rior }>ro- 
jection is inarked by a thickened suture. The })osterior projection is 
smooth, lint permits thc‘ exterior sculj>tnre to )je seen through its semi- 
trans])ar(Mit mass. The l)lade which extcanls o))li<pi(‘ly fn.un tlu‘ thickened 
und)o is rather broad, thin and sickle-sha})cd. 

Pallets phnnose, with a slender stalk which is almost as long as the 
blade. Junction of stalk and blade w(dl mark(‘d; the first ckMuent of the 
blad(‘ ap})cars as if tlu‘ stalk were sunk in it. The IJade itself is lanceo- 
late, and is formed by a series of depresstal eone-in-cone structures which 
hav(‘ th(‘ir bas(‘s partly free. Tlu‘ entin* blade ap})ears to be covered l)y 
a thin, horny film which bridges over the gaj) between the frc(‘ l)asc of 
oiK‘ cone to the l)ody of the next. The outer surface is well round(Ml ; the 
free edge of the cone forms a decidedly cuned outline, giving the )Ja<le 
the a.^i)ect of an ear of rye. The inner surface of the blade is almost fiat- 
tcmMl, and the elements are less dee])ly eurve<l than on the outsider 
There are seventeen (17) joints to the blade of the type. 

The type, Tat. No. 27,Jb3U. S. X. I\l., was collected in Norfolk Har- 
bor, Va., and ineaMires: altitude 8.0 mm., length S.5 mm., diameter !).l^ 
mm., length of the blade of ])alk‘t 0.7 mm., great(‘st diaineter of blade 2.0 
mm., length of stalk 7.7 mm. Th(‘ National Mnscnim has sjjecimens of 
this s]X‘ci<‘s from the following localities: 

]^irglnia: Norfolk llar))or, N<‘Wi)ort News, Hampton Roads, Smith’s 
point, riu‘sa]K*ake Hay. Sonth ( *aroJina : Charleston. Florida: Cedar 
Keys, St. Ajidn‘ws, Pimsacola, Pascagoula Bay. Te.ras: (bilveston. 
Loais^iana : Chandeknir Islands, Cam(‘ron. South Atlantic. 



